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• Sometimes just known as English –  this is the qualification that most 
apprentices and colleges will insist on at grade four or above.

• Around three quarters of Latimer students achieve English Language at 
grade four or above at the first attempt. 
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• The exam board we use 
are AQA.

• A number of our 
department are AQA 
English Language 
examiners.

• There is no “foundation” 
or “higher” tier in 
English – all students 
can achieve a grade U 
or a grade 9.

• There are two papers – 
each one 1h45m.
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• You cannot revise for English Language at home easily.

• There are no quotations to remember as there are no set texts.

• The best thing you can do is read together – it can be long and short stories, news 
and sport articles – even blog posts.

• Read a variety of views and opinions and discuss what the writer intended 
afterwards.

• The more you can read, the better your ability to understand and decode texts.
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• If your son or daughter want to practice anything then creative writing is 
the best thing.

• The more they do, the more they will develop the skills needed to 
produce a higher level response.

• There are forty marks available for one writing question – it can make a 
big difference.



Honesty ~ Excellence ~ Ambition ~ Respect ~ Teamwork

• We have excellent English Literature results year after year.

• We are always well above schools that have a similar cohort to our 
own.

• On average, around 8 in 10 Latimer students achieve a grade four or 
above in English Literature.
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• The exam board we use are 
AQA.

• A number of our department 
are former AQA English 
Literature examiners.

• Again, there is no 
“foundation” or “higher” tier 
in English – all students can 
achieve a grade U or a grade 
9.

• There are two papers – the 
first is 1h45m, the second is 
2h15m.
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Paper One – Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
Novel

Students will study 
Macbeth by 
Shakespeare after 
Christmas in Year 
10.

Our 19th Century 
Novel choice is The 
Sign of Four by 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
which will be 
studied in 
September of Year 
11.

Paper Two – Modern Texts and Poetry
. 

Students will study An 
Inspector Calls by JB 
Priestley at the start of 
Year 10.

We will study the Love 
and Relationships 
poetry anthology in two 
halves in terms two and 
five

We will study unseen 
poetry at various points 
across Year 10 and Year 
11.

This paper is worth 64 marks and is 40% of the final 
Literature grade.

This paper is worth 96 marks and is 60% of the final 
Literature grade.
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• Revising plot.

• Revising themes.

• Revising characters.

• Revising quotations.

• Watch, read or listen to the texts together and then talk about what has 
happened.
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•Use revision resources like GCSE Pod to recap the 
key moments from the texts.

•Closer to the exams, help to create the right 
environment at home to practice planning and 
writing essay responses in exam conditions. 
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A Level English

• A grade 6 or above at GCSE will open the possibility of 
studying English at A Level.

Our A Level results this year included 3 A*s and 3 As, with 
students heading off to Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities.

As an A Level, English creates: independent thinkers, 
debaters, disciplined writers, thorough analysists – and it 
feeds into degrees and careers in law, history, journalism, 
teaching, medicine – the list is endless.
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