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We want our young people to have the best chance of success, and we feel like 
we have the right combination to make our students successful as both young 
adults and students who achieve academic success. The most important thing is 
that they are happy and as you know that isn’t always easy.  

Happiness is not about pandering to every request, but working together, within 
our expectations, to ensure every individual leaves us with the tools needed for 
whatever is next.

One thing that will support this success is study skills in the Sixth Form, using 
the school's super 6 strategies.

Study Skills



Independent Study
The transition from KS4 and GCSEs to KS5 and A levels is a 
big one.

Often daunting. Curriculum content is more challenging, and 
the pace of learning accelerated. There will be greater 
demands and expectations placed on our students. The 
depth, breadth and pace of learning will often be rapid and 
certainly more challenging than at GCSE. Challenge is good, 
but it can become easy for students to become 
overwhelmed and possibly fall behind.

Too often we assume students will become independent 
‘Sixth form learners’ over night. They will not! 

The key is to develop study skills. This is a process made up 
of good habits and routine. Effective independent study will 
take some time to develop.
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Studying on Site



Studying at home
After the first assessment of their attitudinal data, Year 12 students may be rewarded with 
allocated home study to allow them to study from home should they wish.  

In most cases, this will be either a lesson 1 or 5.

If home study has been allocated in the morning, students are still expected to arrive for tutor 
time at 11:50am as this session is compulsory.

Home Study is a privilege for all students meeting expectations.  

We will also reward students with further home study at our celebration assemblies, should 
they be meeting our expectations at the school.  

Mobile phones are actively encouraged as a learning tool, but we all know how distracting they 
can be, so we kindly request that they should not be used beyond the sixth form areas and 
should only be used in the study areas for educational purposes.  We encourage learners to 
store them in their bags and not out on desks.

Independent study at home is also very important. Your son or daughter has been successful in 
their GCSES, and many of the same principals apply. 

Time management and organisation is key. As is motivation! Students will need to show a good 
degree of resilience and perseverance too, on the journey to becoming truly independent 
learners.

Students should be aiming towards 6 hours of study per subject out of lesson per week.





What does effective 
revision look like?

Research tells us we remember only 10% of what we 
read, 20% of what we hear & 30% of what we see.

But by doing and saying, we remember 90%.



How to use them effectively:

• Cover up sections and write down everything you remember
• Make your own flashcards or quizzes using the information
• Could inform weekly low stakes ROK tests.





How to use them effectively:

• Day 1: Go through the cards and answer the questions/test yourself.  Divide the cards into a correct pile and an 
incorrect pile.

• Day 2: Shuffle the cards you got wrong and try them again. Any you get correct, move to the correct pile and 
keep any other in the incorrect pile.

• Day 3: Shuffle both piles and go through them both. You could also ask someone to test you on your flashcards.



How to use them effectively:

• The process of creating them is recalling the information.  After making them: Cover up sections and test 
yourself on the hidden information.

• Make flashcards from the information

• Use a knowledge organiser or revision guide to check you haven’t missed anything in your blurt.





How to use them effectively:

• Complete a paper with your revision notes to help you walk through it.

• Complete the paper in timed exam conditions and then mark your work (and then ask a teacher if they have 
time to have a look).

• Search for similar questions to those you got wrong, to practice and close gaps in your knowledge. 
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Computer Sci. B
Music C
Maths D

 Biology C
Chemistry D
Psychology B

•

•

Drama A
Geography A

English Literature B
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