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• Understand various post-18 options 
available for students.

• Importance of guidance in decision-
making.

• Encourage work experience to gain 
valuable skills.
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University





• Study something you are passionate about
• Gain skills and qualifications
• Independent living
• New friends/activities
• More time to work out a career plan



• Finance
• Is it the best option for you?
• Getting it right: 

⚬ Course
⚬ University
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Apprenticeships

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Find an apprenticeship - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)


• Start earning money
• No student debt
• Gain ‘real life’ work experience
• Start progressing your career
• New experience – new friends, activities etc.



• Do you have a career goal?
• Are there jobs locally that would suit you?
• Can you afford to move away?
• Jobs limited in some sectors
• Degree apprenticeships competitive (may need 

to start lower)
• Research the labour market!
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Further Education (College)



•

•

•

•

•

•

Gap Year 
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https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ (Getting a Job)


How we 

support
• Future Me careers programme 
• Unifrog
• Oxbridge programme
• 1:1 Personal Statement support
• 1:1 Career meetings 
• Leadership & Volunteering opportunities
• Work Experience



This timeline outlines crucial steps parents can support 
their children with.

Encourage discussions about 
future aspirations and options.

Support in researching universities 
and course choices.

Explore local apprenticeships 
tailored to student interests.

Discuss potential benefits and 
plans for a gap year.



Understanding choices when guiding sixth form students' futures

Students preferring apprenticeships
A significant 60% of students have shown a 
preference for apprenticeships over traditional 
university routes, indicating a shift in career 
preparation ideals. (Source: National Student 
Survey 2023)

Parents feeling unprepared
Alarmingly, 75% of parents expressed feeling 
unprepared to assist their children in making 
informed post-16 decisions, highlighting the need 
for resources and support. (Source: Parent Insights 
Report 2023)
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