
 

Cartographers are mapmakers. They use the four-coloured 

theorem to make maps. They believe that a maximum of only four 

colours are needed to create a map. The purpose of colouring a 

map is to ensure that each country has a defined border between 

other countries.  

  

 

  Don’t take my word for it! Watch this YouTube video for         

  more information. 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANY7X-_wpNs 

  LATIMER MATHS 

 

 

 

JOKE OF THE WEEK PROBLEM SOLVING REAL LIFE MATHS 

 

CAN YOU SOLVE THE FOUR-COLOUR PROBLEM? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

What is wrong with this label? 
Is this a bargain? Explain your answer. 

  RECALL:  What type of numbers are these? 2,3,5,7,11,13,17,19,23,29.. 
 

 ? 

All you need it four different coloured, 

pens, pencils or crayons.  

Print out the diagram on the left. Your job is to colour in the circle BUT 

you must NOT put 2 of the same colour next to each other. It is a lot 

harder than you think! This activity is about coloring, but do not think it 

is just kid's stuff.  

This investigation will lead to one of the most famous theorems of 

mathematics and some very interesting results. 

There is only ONE RULE: 

Two sections that share a common edge cannot be 

coloured the same! 

 

.  

 

 

 

WHY NOT PLAY AN 

INTERACTIVE FOUR-COLOUR 

GAME? 
 

If you don’t have any coloured pens no worries! 

You can play a variety of different interactive 

games based on the four-coloured theorem. 

 

Follow this hyperlink: 
https://www.transum.org/Maths/Activity/Colouring/ 

 

 

 

 
Can you use the four-colour rule to 

fill in a map of the USA? 

Welcome to the second edition of Latimer Maths Weekly. 

This week our focus is the four-coloured theorem.  

 

This can be a difficult task. It is not as easy as just colouring in! 

You have to use your LORIC skills to help you!  

RESILIENCE is the main skill you will need lots of! 

If you manage to complete the map of the USA, please email 

      any pictures of your accomplishments to  

      cstrudwick@latimer.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Did you know CARTOGRAPHERS use the four-

coloured theorem to make maps?  
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANY7X-_wpNs
https://www.transum.org/Maths/Activity/Colouring/

