
GCSE Music - Year 9

Skill building:
Vocabulary – understanding and revision

Composing skills
Use of Sibelius music program

Write ups – written accounts of compositions
Performance skills – solo and ensemble

Music theory  
Musical analysis



Assessment – what we do and work towards…

• Ensemble performance
• Composition to a brief

Your own choice:
• Solo performance

• Composition

Exam paper with CD 
questions on: 
• Film music

• World music
• Classical music

• Pop music

40%

30%

30%

OCR Music



GCSE Music - Year 10

Unit 1 Coursework 30%:
A performance – will be set for 

extended learning soon. Recording and 
score sent to examiner

A composition – started planning. 
Recording and ‘score’ sent to examiner



GCSE Music – Year 11

Unit 2 - Coursework 30%:
An ensemble performance -
recording and score sent to 

examiner
A composition using a starting point 
and a brief given by OCR - recording 

and score sent to examiner



Coursework timings
• Performances – minimum 4 minutes

• Compositions – minimum 3 minutes



Year 11 Closing the Gap
• Jan- Feb – using feedback to improve Unit 1 

coursework
• Feb- March - using feedback to improve 

Unit 2 coursework



GCSE Music - exam taken summer year 11
Taught in year 10, skills developed in year 11

Listening Appraising 40%:
The exam

Knowledge and analysis of set topics
Music theory

Understanding and use of vocabulary
Picking out key features

Describing music that you hear
Melodic dictation



Set Works• Concerto
 Baroque
 Classical
 Romantic
• Rhythms of the World
 Indian Classical Music
 Bhangra
 African Drumming
 Greek, Israeli and Palestine
 Samba
 Calypso

• Film Music
• Conventions of Pop
 1950s Rock and Roll
 1960s and 70s Rock Anthems
 1970s and 80s Pop Ballads
 1990s to present day Solo 

Artists 



What can improve skills, confidence and grades?
• Weekly use of Teoria website for aural training
• Effective revision of RoK facts
• Using weekly teacher feedback (emailed) to improve 

quality and musicality of performances (30% of total 
grade)

• Using CTG units and teacher feedback to improve 
composition grades (30% of grade)



What can improve skills, confidence and grades?

• 1:1 sessions (Tues after school Ms Eyley, Wed after 
school Mr Freestone)

• Attendance at music ensembles to build skills and 
musicianship

• Weekly instrumental/vocal lessons (PP funding available)
• Easter coursework clinic to improve marks (year 11)





Overview
Listening Exam 40% Unit 2 – Coursework 30% Unit 1 – Coursework 30% 

May/June of year 11Year 11Trained in year 10
Revisit in year 11

Around 1 hour:
Set work facts
Analysis
Music theory
Understanding and use of 
vocabulary
Melodic dictation

1 ensemble performance –
accurate, fluent and
expressive. (Difficulty level).

1 performance – accurate, 
fluent and expressive. 
(Difficulty level)

1 composition set to a brief –
on computer programme or 
instruments

1 composition – on computer 
programme or instruments
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